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Survey
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Prior Git Experience Command Line Experience



Last time on Git
● Git is VCS software
● working directory/index(stage)/repository
● add files to the staging area
● viewing changes in your working directory

3



Review Quiz
● What is git? Why would I want to use it?
● Explain the purpose of git status
● Difference between git add and git commit?
● Difference between git add . and 

git add --all?
● What is the difference between the Staging area and the 

Index in Git?
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Ignoring Files
● Create a .gitignore file.
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Example
# Java section #
*.class
# Django section #
*.log
*.pyc
local_settings.py
# Installer logs
pip-log.txt
# Database
Thumbs.db
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Viewing Repository Log
● git log
● Shows a list of all 

your commits
● Why is this useful?
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Good Commits cont.
● A characteristic of good commit messages is 

that they are feature-based.
● This means that a commit should explain 

what was changed in regards to a certain 
feature.
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Commit Messages
● git commit -m <message>
● Explain your changes (feature-based 

commits) and how they work
● Explain side effects of changes
● Be concise
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Bad Messages
● fixed stuff
● better
● changed line 88 in program.txt from x=2y to x=3y
● Inappropriate language
● bill broke it so I fixed it

● http://www.commitlogsfromlastnight.com/
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Good Commit Messages
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Comparing Changes
● Here are some commands that will help you 

craft a good commit message.
● git diff
● Allows you to see what you have changed in 

your working tree.
● git diff vs. git status 

○ git diff compares the differences at the line-level
○ git status compares the differences at the file-level
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Changing Messages
● git commit --amend

○ Advice: don’t amend commits that have been 
pushed.

13



Working with Remotes
● Remotes are essentially servers where your 

repository is hosted.
● GitHub will always be your remote this class.
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Setting Remote
● git remote

○ git remote -v will show all remotes
○ git remote add <url>
○ git rm <remote_name>
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git push
● git push
● Push your commits 

to a remote server 
(ie. Github)

16



git pull
git pull <remote> <local 
branch>

● Fetches any updates from 
the remote and merges 
them into your branch

● Essentially the same as git 
fetch followed by git 
merge
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Questions
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Add later
git add --patch
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